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^ study was conducted to inve 
> reading comprehen si on could be i ns't rue tionally influenced and whether 
? ! ^t hat influence differentially affected young and elderly adult 

The study attempted r too f to determine whether advance 

aids designed to precede a main passage and 
^ to. provide an organizational framework for meaningful prose«wouid 
PpSlftilSi^f adult s , of limi ted verbal abi 1 i ty as much as younger adults . 
second question exaniined whether are exposed to an 

advance organ i z e r ; wi 11 improve ? i n the i r recall of the gist or the 
-d^M 1 o£ text material; Twenty-eight young adults (aged 18-32) 
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U organizer s-- in struct ional 
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-passagi : that dealt with developing a wildf lower garden fc A 



and 
word ma in 
400-word 



advance organizer was elaborated as a conceptual tramework for 
introducing the main passage. Pilot research indicated that the 
advance, organizer, although discussing in general terms the main 
themes contained in the longer passage, did not contain explicit 
^v^nxormat i on ^included there . ; Mul t i Die cho i ci* fluigt i an§ w*r^ developed 



did not do as well with the more general information . 



thi 



Lon included there. Multiple choice questions were 
to test comprehension and retention ot the information in 'the mam 
.passage. Treatment groups consisted, of those who read the advance 

organizer prior to the main passage, and those who read the main 
; : passage;, only.- subjects of limited verbal 

; ability benefited most from the advance organizer ; no one age group, 
however; benefited more than the other. Also, those who read the 
advance organizer recalled more of the detailed information in 
r text, but " " 
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;tf> ftlMawll Abstract/';::'.: 

This study examined whether advance organizers benefit 
adults of limited verbal ability, and whether older adults who 
are ^exposed to an advance organizer improve in their recall of 
the •'gist" on the detail of text material , A sample of young 
(aged 18-32) and elderly (aged 55-82) adults read a 1,600 passage 
on gardening. Treatment groups consisted of those who read a 400 
word advanc e organizer prior to the main passage, and those who 
read a main passage only. Results indicated that subjects of 
^ iniita 4 verbal ability benefited most from the advance organizer, 
but not one age group more than the other. Secondly, the 
advance organizer appeared to benefit recollection of the most 
detailed information in the' text. ' :S - ;,f ^^,ix.,' : ' 



The Use of Advance Organizers With 
Older Adults of Limited Verbal Ability 

As the proportion of individuals over the age of 65 
increases in our society, so has our concept of the functional 
ability of this age group, The once popular belief that learning 
ability declines throughout adulthood is being replaced with the 
concept that older adults are both interested in and capable of 
continued learning. . 

Much of the existing literature has focused on disproving 
cognitive decline in the elderly, In recent years Agruso (1978) , 
has argued that educational gerontologists must now go one step 
further in their research, and use our knowledge to develop 
e ff active instructional aids and procedures designed for use with 
the elderly. Similarly r Knowles (1970) has distinguished between 
pedagogy, the art and science of teaching children and andragogy, 
the art and science of teaching older learners . 1 
The current study investigate ways in which reading ' • 

comprehension could be instructionally influenced and whether 
that ■ influence differentially affected young and elderly adult 
learners . Until recent years educators interested in verbal 
learning have focused their efforts on paired-associate or serial 
learning tasks - While early studies (e.g. , Canes trari, 1963 ) 
indicated that older adults performed much more poorly on these 
tasks than younger adults , more recent investigations have 2 
attempted to reduce these differences . 
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One of the more promising lines of investigation involves 
the use of mediators. There is now considerable evidence that 
older adults do not spontaneously use mediators as extensively or 
effectively as do younger adults. When instructed to use 
mediational techniques , however, the older adults improve much 
more than younger ones, although the younger sub j ects • overall 
performance remains superior (Hulioka and Grossman, 1967) 
Botwinlek ( 1984 ) argues that mediators provide an organizational 
strategy ,£ or older adults that is freguently employed 
automatically by younger adults, 

Advance organizers were used as the instructional aid of 
interest in the current study. Advance organizers resemble 
mediators in some respects, but are designed to provide an 
organizational framework for meaningful prose. According to 
Ausubel, Novak and Hanesian (1978) an advanca organizer which 
precedes a main passage , i provides a highly inclusive content to 
which a learner can anchor a main passage and make it more 
v meaningful . .. : : i s K « 

To date very little work has been done investigating the use 
of advance organizers with; older adults. Thbmpsbh, Holzman aridl 
Doll (1985) found that advance organizers can be effective with 
older adults of relatively high verbal ability. But most of the 
available literature on children (e.gL, Ausubel and Fitzgerald, 
1962) found that advance organizers were particularly effective i < -H 
with subjects o£ limited verbal ; ability. Holzman, Allen and 
Layne (1982) reinforced the notion that advance organizers , - 
especially assist less able individuals by applying this aid to 



elementary school children , most :otg^^^mxsm^&^^-- two ".grades Z 
below normal . Of equal importance, i^ese te3itfr<^^rs found that 
the advance organizers helped ehilf||ifl' csoir^pie^ntjjboth general . 
information and more detailed inf eiiiliion «^^|iiied v in the text, 
but were particularly helpful witM ttmre detailed information. 
The current study examined whethe* «$ranfce eerganizers would aid 
older * dults of limited verbal abiil§§l compared with younger 

adults * A second question examine*} whf^^r older adults who are 
exposed to an advance organizer will improve in their recall of 
y the "gist" or the detail of text material, , 

Method 

Sub j ects -.- • : : ;; ; '■_■:>? • - v *;/ ! : v 

A sample of young adults was comprised of 28 paid 
volunteers f aged 18-32 , taking a college course on developmental k 
psychology. A sample of healthy elderly adults was comprised of 
4f paid volunteers, aged 55-82, recruited from senior citizen 
centers in ; metropol itan Atlanta . Mean educational level f or the 
young adults . was 14. 64 years and for the older adults 1 
years, ■ 7 ""SS^MM W^lW^S'i; ! wm I* 

i Materials • ^^v-x^i^y ''''''^^'■^^^^f^^ 

A 1, 600 word main passage (MP) dealt with developing a ''t 
wildf lower garden. Pilot research indicated that ^he passage on 
gardening was of interest to the older subjects but because of ; 
the subject matter on wildf lower gardening, did not contain 
information that is familiar to most individuals. An advance 



conceptiorial f raacwork f or >iwtrodueing the MP, it discussed in 
general terms the main themes contained in the MP, Pilot?'; : 
research indicated that the AG, however , did not oontaln e^liei€ 
Information inoluded in the MP, A set of twenty multiple choice 
questions was developed to test comprehension and retention of 
the information in the MP, 

Procedure ' ■ ' . ; 

All subjects were administered the first 50 items from the 
Quick Word Test (Borgatta & Corseni, 1964) as an assessment of 
general verbal ability For each age group the experimental 
treatment (AO-MP) involved first reading the AO and then the MP, 
A control condition provided a baseline for identifying benefits 
derived from the AO , In this condition (MPO) 9 subjects were 
3[ ivan e ^ iv?llent ^^^^^^^t.:^"^^ condition to read the main 
passage only, immediately after the assigned passages were read 9 
all subjects answered a set of twenty recognition (multiple 
choice) questions on the content of the MP. Pilot research had 
been previously conducted to analyze the semantic structure of 
^e i/&00-^ 

^hich yields four levels of structure^ from "gist" to the 
greatest level of detail * There were five questions for each 
le V el structure , Presentation order of the twenty recognition 
items was random, 

Sob j ects scoring at the top 40 percent and bottom 40 percent 
of the: distribution on the Quick Word Test comprised the high 
verbal ability and low verbal ability subjects respectively* 
This yeilded a total sample of 70 young and older subjects. 



Results 

J&xr*r 2 (age) x 2 (verbal ability) x 2 (treatment) analysis ©f 
variance was performed ©n^eaeh of the four levels ©f semantic 
gtructure ©f the text, with the level of formal education score 
as the^c©variate. , Significant main effects were found for verbal 
ability at all four levels of the text structure* No significant 
main effects were found for age or treatment. Marginally 
significant interactions of treatment with verbal ability were 
i found for' both level 3; F (1, 61) 3.11, p ^ .08 and level 4; 

(i; 61) = 4,95, p < .05 of the semantic structure of the text. 
The three way interactions of age with treatment and verbal 
ability were not significant. 

The differences on verbal ability favored those subjects 
with higher verbal ability for both the young and the elderly . 
The significant interactions between treatment and verbal ability 
indicates that subjects of low verbal ability who read the 
advance organizer significantly f roi^ the treatment. 

Since this involved levels 3 and 4, these subjects were recalling 
more of the detailed information in the text. Finally , since 
none of the three-way interactions 

indicates that while young and elderly subj ects of limited verbal 
ability were helped by the treatment , one age group did not 
benefit more than the other. 

Discussion 

The current study provides support for the; evidence that 
advance organizers can improve the reading comprehension of older 
readers. it also provides support for the suggestion of Holzman 



et al. (1982) that advance organization appears to help with the 
comprehension of the more detailed information contained in a 
:i:r"^ ex ?| : similarl y# Meyer and Rice ( 1981 ) have maintained that 

: :f^|?- der :;.: i r ® a<ieii:, S:; : are;-'' 1 less : ' sensitive ' to the structure of text than 
are younger readers, and often miss the main points contained in 
a passage. The advance v^Laar used in this study helped older 
readers with the detaa -id information In the text, but apparently 
wa - n<3t P° we ^ful enough to assist them with the more general 
information contained in the text. 

One of the limitations of this study was that subjects had! 
only one opportunity to use an advance organizer with a prose 
■^'^^^^'X^'^^i tlia * as suggested by Hultseh (1974) / there is 
time needed for the elderly to •fleara to learn" the use of a new 
concept . As such, -/it may take several trials or experiences with 
the advance organizer before the elderly recognize the power of " 
the d ?T ice * Additional research which presents the elderly with 
repeated exposure to advance organizers or other intervention 
s * irata ^^ s may P * rvft *° ™ axilni2e the potential of the technique . 
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